21.   PREPARATION FOR CONGRESS

The Congress session will again be held, after many years,
in Ahmedabad. This year's session will be quite different from
all others. A new constitution, new hopes and a new era! For, if
the Congress acts upon the resolution it has passed regarding itself,
that is, if the*people redeem their own pledge, we shall be assem-
bling to celebrate the coming of swaraj. But can we expect such
a happy occasion within four months from now? Can old chains
be broken in a second?                                                                 *

The doubt itself furnishes the reply. It certainly takes time
for a sick person to recover, but should it be only an illusion of
illness which the person is suffering from, it will vanish in a
moment if it vanishes at all. No matter when it vanishes, it will
do so in a moment. When the time comes for breaking the chains
of one who has worn them for ten years, would the act of break-
ing take any time? It is only a question of our fear leaving us.
When the bandage [over a person's eyes] is removed, what else
can happen than that he will that very moment be able to see.
We would need to think further if the conditions for breaking the
chains were of a difficult nature; but there are only three essential
conditions : (1) Hindu-Muslim unity, (2) remaining peaceful and
(3) swadeshi.

All that is required for the fulfilment of the first two is a
change of heart. This requires no big sum of money, or much
education or the sword, that is, brute force. But it is not my
purpose in this article to argue that we are bound to get swaraj
during this year or show how to win it. Its purpose is to exam-
ine, from a practical point of view, what Ahmedabad and Gujarat
should do 10 ensure the success of the forthcoming Congress.

Gujarat's duty will be to look after the comforts of the
guests. We shall have fulfilled our first and special duty if we
extend fitting hospitality to them.

We shall have to attend to arrangements for the guests' stay
and their meals, and look to their requirements by way of facilities
for bathing, sanitary arrangements and lighting.

This time, we shall provide facilities for one style of living
only, and that will be the Indian style. It seems to me that we
simply cannot accommodate, on the campus, those guests who
wish to live in the English style. We should notify at this very